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Message #1188                                                                                                  Rev. Jack C. Longley  

"TWO-LEGGED FAITH” 
{James 2:14-26} 

Tri nity Presbyteri an Church                                                   January  20, 2008 
I concluded last  SundayÕs message by aski ng you to take three act ion 

steps with me this past  weekÉ  
 Ét o pray each day—“Break my heart with the things that break 

the heart of God!”Ñ and donÕt  you dare pray i t  i f  you donÕt  mean 
it ! 

 Ét o take just  5 minutes to pray for those who are suf feri ng with 
HIV/ AIDS and, i f  necessary , to alter your at t i tude toward s this 
pandemic 

 Ét o ask GodÑ what  would You have me to do? 
TALK…TALK…TALK 

We can talk ourselves si l lyÉa nd i t  seems quite easy in a 
church/ worship sett ing to f ind ourselves engro ssed in the “ain’t it awful” 
at t i tude and ret urn to “our world” a bit  disturb ed but  not  enough to get 
involved.  By Monday or Tuesday we forget what  we heard  on Sunday and go 
back to what  we were before.  (WeÕre those “Huddle Christians” that  Jake 
Espy descri bed to us several Sundays agoÉ {like a football team that gathers 
in the middle of the field in their huddle…and play is called…and then the 
team runs for the sidelines and sits on the bench until next week…they never 
really play the game]).  That  is an excellent  descri pt ion of  the church todayÑ
all talk and l i t t le or  no act ion.  It  takes effort  to become involved and it  
involves moving f ro m our comfort  zone into an area that  is less comfort able! 

The Book of  James can really rat t le our  cages because itÕs a cal l  to ro l l  
up our sleeves and become act ive and put  our lethargy to rest .  In 1:22-25, 
James wri tesÉ  

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves…do what it says!  If 

you don’t obey, you are only fooling yourself.  For if you just listen and don’t obey, 

it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve your 

appearance.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.  But if 

you keep looking steadily into God’s perfect law—the law that sets you free—and if 

you do what is says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 

doing it!” 

This is one t ime that  I real ly l ike the old King James Translat ion of  that  
22nd verseÉ  

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves!” 

The church is f i l led with “fat cats” who come every  Sunday “to be fed 
and watered” and go home and rest  unt i l  the next  feeding.  That  t ime must  
endÑ and that  t ime is now! 
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WeÕve walked  solely on the FAITH LEG and omit ted the WORKS 
LEGÉ and our ef fect iveness has been thwart ed by our single-legged 
appro ach.  That  t ime must  endÑ and that  t ime is now! 

In our text  this morning we readÉ  
“Dear brothers and sisters, what’s the use of saying you have faith if you don’t 

prove it by your actions!  That kind of faith can’t save anyone…it isn’t enough just 

to have faith.  Faith that doesn’t show itself by good deeds is no faith at all—it is 

dead and useless.  Now, someone may argue, ‘Some people have faith, others have 

good deeds.’  I say, ‘I can’t see your faith if you don’t have good deeds, but I will 

show you my faith through my good deeds!’” 

Just  one more scri pture.  IÕve been talki ng for some months on the 
subject  of  “GRACE.”  Al l  too f req uent ly we stop short  when quot ing those 
famil iar passages f rom Ephesians 2.  To understand, the entire context, 
verses 8, 9, and 10 must  be read togetherÉ  

“It is by GRACE you have been saved, THROUGH FAITH—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—NOT BY WORKS, so that no one can boast.  For we 

are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus TO DO GOOD WORKS, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do!” 

TWO-LEGGED FAITH 
God has called us to walk on two legs:  FAITH and WORKSÉa nd as 

believersÉa nd a churchÉw e are funct ionally handicapped if  weÕre not  
walki ng on both legs! 

 Ét he HIV/ AIDS Pandemic demands our at tent ion 
 ...we have no altern at ive but  to respondÑ it  can no longer  
  be shoved under the carp et 
 Éo ur cal l ing is to become involved thro ugh 
  Éa dopt ing a vi l lage 
  Éa dopt ing a church within a vi l lage 
  Éu nderw ri t ing a pastorÕs salary  
  Éb uilding adequate faci l i t ies  
  Éa ssist ing with educat ion on prevent ion 
  Éa dopt ing orp hans. 
WeÕve long been sat isf ied with what  Diet ri ch Bonhoeffer cal ls “cheap 

grace”Ñ “Grace without price…grace without cost!”  Bonhoeffer wri tesÉ  
“Grace is costly because it calls us to FOLLOW, and it is grace because it calls us to 

follow Jesus Christ.” 

Éa nd dear f ri ends, following Jesus brings with it the promise of a 
cross...to the uncomfort able ro ad ofÉ  

 Éf eeding the hungry 
 Ég iving dri nk to the thirs ty 
 Éd emonst rat ing hospital i ty to the st ranger 
 Éc lothing those in need 
 Éc ari ng for  the sick 



 3 

 Év isit ing those in pri son 
The churchÑ as I said last  SundayÑ has been largely ignorant  of  the 

HIV/ AIDS PandemicÑ primari ly because of  myths that  have circulated about  
this diseaseÑ or,  weÕve just  turn ed our  back and ignored  the situat ion.  I 
want  to give you ten myths and then the actual facts about  the disease. 

10 MYTHS ABOUT HIV/AIDS 
 HIV/AIDS IS MOSTLY A DISEASE OF HOMOSEXUAL MEN.  

Actually the AIDS viru s is pri mari ly spread by heterosexual sex, 
HIV/ AIDS now infects as many women as men worl dwide.  
Although the disease was f irs t  recognized in the United States 
among gay men, i t  is also signif icant ly spread among IV dru g 
users.  Intern at ionally, i t  is more of ten a disease of  
heterosexuals. 

 HIV/AIDS IS MOSTLY AN AFRICAN PROBLEM.  Found in every  
count ry  of  the wor ld, HIV infect ions are gro wing rapidly in 
count ri es outside Af ri ca, including India and Russia.  {The 
Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, Alexander Zhukov, as stated 
that “the growth of AIDS has gone beyond a medical problem, 
and has become an issue of strategic, social, and economic 
security of the country.”}  Many Af ri can count ri es have been 
decimated by HIV/ AIDS, but  the impact  is also signif icant  in 
Asia, Eastern  Euro pe, and India which has 5.7 mil l ion people 
l iving with HIV/ AIDSÑ the highest  prevalence in the wor ld! 

 HIV/AIDS SPREADS MOSTLY BECAUSE OF POOR MORAL 
CHOICES.  Innocent  women are of ten infected by their 
husbands.  Children  most  of ten cont ract  HIV by being born  to 
HIV+ mothers.  It  isnÕt  helpful or meaningful to determ ine who is 
at  faul t  or who is an innocent  vict im.  {And, who are we to 
judge?} 

 PLENTY OF MONEY IS BEING SPENT ON FIGHTING HIV/AIDS.  
While a great  deal of  money is being spent  by govern ments, 
pr ivate organizat ions, and individuals to f ight  HIV/ AIDS, much 
more is neededÑ especial ly f rom the church. 

 HIV/AIDS IS NO LONGER A PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATES.  
Because medicat ions {Antiretrovirals or ARV’s} are widely 
available in the United States, the death rate has decreasedÑ
people are l iving longer.  But  the number of  people l iving with 
HIV/ AIDS in the United States has NOT decreased and the rate of  
new infect ions is not  decl ining. 

 ARV’S ARE WIDELY AVAILABLE.  While ant iret ro virals are 
becoming more available, they are st i l l  dif f icult  to f ind in many 
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ru ral areas and in some count ri es.  Both dru gs and systems to 
dist ri bute them are needed in many poor count ri es.  {That’s 
where the church can indeed become involved!} 

 A CURE EXISTS FOR HIV/AIDS.  While there are treatments to 
prolong life, there is no cure.  Many scient ists are worki ng on a 
cure but  few believe there wil l  ever be one way to ef fect ively 
cure someone because the viru s constant ly changes and new 
st rands surf ace. 

 THERE IS NO HOPE FOR THOSE WITH HIV/AIDS.  Great  
pro gress is being made in t reatments and the rate of  infant  
infect ion in some count ri es is dro pping rapidly.  There is also a 
dro pping rate of  new infect ions in many count ri es with st rong 
prevent ion pro grams.  The church pro vides hope as i t  
increasingly becomes engaged with educat ion! 

 IF I’M NOT HIV+, THE DISEASE DOESN’T AFFECT ME.  The high 
rate of  HIV/ AIDS infect ions is causing instabil i ty in many 
count ri es and reversing the pro gress made in development .  It  is 
also causing a worl dwide tuberculosis pandemic.  Every church 
is affected.  A pandemic af fects everyone even if  not  
immediately recognized. 

 THERE’S NOTHING I CAN DO.  Everyone can do something!  
Firs t , become educated.  Second, help teach others about  this 
awful scourge.  Third , begin to care and pray about  how you 
personallyÉa nd how our church can become involved.  Begin to 
give yourself and your resources to stopping the spread of 
AIDS by caring for orphans and those infected and affected by 
this terrible pandemic. 

CONCLUSION 
Solomon wro te in the 72nd PsalmÑ  

“Let the poor always be treated fairly…help defend the poor…rescue the children 

of the needy…rescue the poor when they cry out…help the oppressed, who have 

no one to defend them…feel pity for the weak and the needy...and rescue 

them…save them from oppression and from violence…their lives are precious to 

God!” 

In the next  two SundayÕs IÕm going to be maki ng some major pro posals 
to youÑ members and f ri ends of  Tri nity Presbyteri an Church.  Your response 
wil l  determ ine how involved we wil l  becomeÑ whether we put  our faith into 
act ionÉw hether we demonst rate our faith by our deedsÉw hether we 
subscri be to cheap grace of  cost ly grace. 

I am convinced that  this is one of the largest challenges the Church 
of Jesus Christ has ever faced.  It  is a worl d-wide pandemic that  wil l  only 
get worse.  God made us as sexual beings and this disease wil l  spread to 
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many thro ugh sexual act ivity who are total ly unaware of  that  they are HIV 
posit ive; theref ore, there is a GREAT need for education on prevention. 

Muslims are quite blunt  that  they wil l  NOT get involved.  They believe 
that  HIV/ AIDS is the result  of  disobedience to the laws of  God which 
pro vokes His wrath:  “The prophet Mohammed said that when sexual 
depravity and all that it brings with it manifests itself in a  society, that society 
brings God’s punishment down upon itself!”  They total ly ignore other ways 
that  the disease is t ransmit ted:  blood t ransfusions, mother-chi ld 
t ransmission, etc. 

Contrary to the Muslim tendency, the church cannot consider AIDS 
as punishment of God, for the God of  the Bible is a “merciful God who does 
not seek the death of the sinner but rather that he should repent!”  That  
does not  negate the fact  that  God gave f ree choice to men and women who 
thus alone rem ain responsible for  their acts and their consequences! 

HereÕs what  IÕm going to ask of  you today: 
 Repeat  the same exercises and commitment  made last  Sunday 
 Consider maki ng a commitment  to j oin an HIV/ AIDS Task Force 

Study Gro up with the goal of  learning as much of  the subject  as 
possible on this pandemic and seeking ways to get involved.  If  
youÕre wil l ing to do that , I want  you to take a regist rat ion card  
f ro m the chair in f ront  of  you, put  your name, telephone, and 
email address on it  and wri te:  ÒStudy Gro up.Ó  I challenge this 
gro up wil l  come up with some pi lot  pro jects for our church and 
make recommendat ions in the near  future for our total  
involvement . 

 In an ef fort  to be inform ed, you can receive a daily update f rom 
the Kaiser Health Network that  I urge you to explore.  Go to 
www.kf f .org  and cl ick on HIV/ AIDS under topics.  Add your  
name to their newslet ter l ist . 

 If  you want  more data, go to www.data.org .  
 As you pray this week ask God to do the fol lowing in your l i feÉ  

 Increase your Awareness 
 Adjust your Attitude 

• Release your fears, st igma, and ignorance 
• To f i l l  you with compassion, a heart  of  love 

 Make you willing to take action 
“We’re a small church,” you say, “What can we do?”  Let me respond by 

saying, Jesus changed the whole world with 12 individualsÉI  think He can 
do the same today with you and me if  we step out  using both legs!  “Little is 
much in God’s hands!” 

 


